religious, and as far as possible the songs and 
rhymes should be well balanced, simple and proven 
favourites’. The aim has been well met. The book 
is divided into 10 sections, each dealing with a 
specific aspect of children’s rhymes ‘such as 
lullabies, activities such as dressing, washing, etc., 
finger games and so on. There is an index of first 
lines and the pieces are cross-referenced. An in- 
valuable addition to the pre-school and infant 
library. 

Stella Lees 


BURNS, Robert. The selected poems of Robert 
Burns, edited with an introduction by David 
Daiches. Fontana/Collins, 1980. 144 p. $4.50. 


This pleasant paperback (of a new 1979 hard- 
bound selection) reached me almost the same day 
as the poster and notice of the Melbourne Robert 
Burns Club 1980 Competition arrived at school, 
and it could well be added to the recommended 
bibliography. Many of Burns’s best-loved poems 
are here, including songs, satires and verse letters. 
Unguessable words are translated at the side of the 
page. The cover is attractive. 


Burns himself would have been wryly amused, 
being given to satire, that David Daiches the editor 
has printed his own (excellent, yes) introduction in 
10 point type while the poems themselves are set in 
9 pt. 

The Burns Competition is for 12-14 year olds: 
the book’s for them — and for a’ wi’ Scots bluid. 
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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANSHIP 


The 9th annual conference of the IASL will 
take place in Ciudad Guyana, Venezuela July 
14th-18th. The theme of the conference will be 
‘Present Situation and Perspectives of School 
Libraries in Latin America and Other Regions.’ 

This is the first bilingual conference: papers 
and discussions are to be in both English and 
Spanish. 

IASL is sponsoring a post-conference tour 
following the ALA New York conference which 
will include stopovers in Jamaica, Puerto Rico, 
Caracas and other points in Venezuela. 

Information about the tour is available from 
the Secretariat. Registration and hotel 
reservation (US$50.00) should be sent before 
May 15, 1980 to Banco Del Libro, Apartado 
5893, Caracas 1010, Venezuela. 

Proceedings from the annual conference in 
Middelfart, Denmark July 30th-August 4, 1979 
are now available from the IASL Secretariat at 
a cost of $4.00. Proceedings include an out- 
standing paper by Walter Scherf, Director of 
the International Youth Library in Munich, as 
well as papers on the works of Hans Christian 
Andersen, and illustrations for his works, 
children’s literature in Sweden and in England. 
The emphasis for the 1979 conference was on 
the school libraries and the International Year 
of the Child. 

IASL Secretariat's address is: School of 
Librarianship, Western Michigan University, 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49001, USA. 
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